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They Tried
‘Shooting the messenger’ is a well-known 
phrase used to describe the act of blaming 
the bearer of bad news. In war a messenger 
would be sent from one camp to another, and
the receiver might take out their anger on the
unlucky envoy upon receiving negative 
information.

When Noah wanted to see if the flood water 
had subsided, he sent out a dove to see if 
she would find a resting place. Had the dove 
returned with a piece of vegetation this would
show Noah that the waters had lowered.

Unsuccessful in her mission, she returned to 
the ark empty-handed.

Rabbi Berlin points out that the dove did not 
fly into the ark. She thought that her master 
would not allow her to come back inside as 
she was not presenting him with what he 
wanted to see!

Noah however had compassion and took her 
into his hand to warm her, "and he put forth 
his hand and took her, and brought her to 
him into the ark" (Genesis 8:9).

An important lesson. If we ask someone to 
do something for us and they are 
unsuccessful, we should still treat them as if 
they were successful, not forgetting to 
express gratitude for the attempt.

We need to see the human behind the 
actions. Even if our emotions tempt us 
otherwise, we must always treat people with 
kindness and compassion.

Shabbat Shalom!

(Ideas adapted from Love Your Neighbour by
Zelig Pliskin)



Conflicted Belief
Noah with his sons, his wife and 
his son's wives with him, went into 
the Ark because of the waters of 
the flood (Genesis, 7:7).

Rashi comments on the phrase" because of 
the waters of the flood" that Noah did not 
enter the Ark until the rising waters of the 
flood forced him to do so. Why? Because 
Noah was of diminished faith. He believed 
yet did not believe that there would be a 
flood.

The Torah commentaries struggle with 
Rashi's statement. The Torah describes Noah
as being “a perfect tzaddik.” How can a 
perfect tzaddik be lacking in faith? 
Furthermore, just what is meant by "he 
believed yet did not believe?" This statement 
appears to be an internal contradiction.

The Steipler Gaon provides us with an 
important psychological insight. Knowledge 
of something can be of two types: There can 
be an intellectual knowledge and an 
emotional knowledge. For example, a person
may have a desire for something, and is told 
to avoid going after it because there is 
excessive radiation in that area and the 

exposure is dangerous. If his desire for the 
object is intense, he may risk the exposure. 
However, if the object is in a building that is 
aflame, even an intense desire will not make 
him risk his life. Why the difference? Because
a person does not see radiation. One can 
understand that radiation can be dangerous 
and even lethal, but this is an intellectual 
awareness, which can be overcome by an 
intense desire. The danger of fire, however, 
is grasped emotionally, and is strong enough 
to override temptation.

Rashi is not critical of Noah, who was indeed 
a perfect tzaddik and had a complete 
intellectual faith in the word of God that there 
would be a flood. Rashi does not say that 
Noah was lacking in faith. Indeed, his faith 
was complete, but was of a lesser quality 
because it was only intellectual. This is what 
is meant by the phrase, "He believed yet did 
not believe." Noah believed intellectually, but 
not emotionally. Perhaps Noah was simply 
incapable of having an emotional awareness,
and this limitation was not his fault.

The Steipler Gaon's explanation is of great 
practical value. I see this regularly in my work
treating alcoholics, who typically do not 
accept treatment to stop their destructive 
drinking until they hit rock-bottom, i.e., until 
they experience a severe crisis which forces 
them to acknowledge their problem. In my 
book, Substance Abusing High Achievers, I 
cite cases of people of the highest intellect 
who know that their drinking is destructive, 
yet are unable to stop. One physician who 
was the director of a treatment center for 



alcoholics and who regularly saw the 
ruination caused by alcohol was himself a 
heavy drinker. His intellectual awareness of 
the dangers of drinking was not enough to 
make him stop.

Billions of dollars have been spent to prevent
young people from using drugs. None of the 
many prevention programs has proven 
effective. This is because regardless of how 
much we impress youngsters with the 
dangers of drugs, they achieve only an 
intellectual awareness, which is not sufficient 
to overcome the emotional desire to get 
“high.”

Distraught parents whose child wishes to 
intermarry desperately try to discourage this 
move in every possible way. They have the 
rabbi talk to their child and they may take him
or her to a psychologist. Rarely are these 
efforts successful. The child may understand 
why he should not intermarry, but this 
intellectual knowledge does not change his 
mind.

What can be done to prevent young people 
from self-destructive behavior? Unfortunately,
very often nothing can be done. Parents 
agonize over their powerlessness to prevent 
their child from harming himself. They can 
only hope and pray that the child will come to
his senses, and this may occur only when the
child eventually experiences the harmful 
consequences of his actions.

Even Noah, "a perfect tzaddik" believed yet 
did not believe.

Be Kind to the Messenger
When God brought the flood onto the Earth, 
Noah and his family were the only human 
inhabitants whom God had spared. After 
being at sea for several months, Noah 
needed to know whether or not the flood had 
ended and if he would be able to return to dry
land. In order to find out, Noah set free a 
dove from the Ark...

"...to see whether the waters had 
subsided from the face of the 
ground. But the dove could not 
find a resting place for the sole of 
its foot, and it returned to him to 
the Ark, for the water was upon 
the surface of all the earth. So he 
put forth his hand, and took it, and 
brought it to him to the Ark." 
(Genesis 8:8-9)

A LIFE LESSON

Noah and his family were out at sea for many
months and were certainly eager to return to 
dry land. Clearly, when Noah sent out the 
dove on its mission, he was certainly hopeful 
that the dove would not come back to the ark
- signaling an "all clear" for Noah and his 
family to return.



But when the dove did in fact come back to 
the Ark, Noah wasn't angry at the dove. Nor 
did he express to the dove his obvious 
disappointment at not being able to return to 
dry land. Nor did he yell at the messenger 
about his frustration at not even knowing 
when he and his family would be able to 
return. Noah did none of this. Rather, when 
Noah saw the dove on its way back to the 
ark, he simply "put forth his hand, and took it,
and brought it to him to the ark." 

Innocent messengers are constantly 
delivering news of one sort or another to us. 
Unfortunately, we almost always show some 
sort of verbal or nonverbal frustration toward 
anyone who delivers unwelcome news. Even
though the messenger isn't the cause of the 
news he's delivering, he's nonetheless 
treated as though he is.

But Noah went even beyond just fighting his 
temptation of not expressing his obvious 
disappointment to the dove. He went to the 
other end of human expression and actually 
embraced the messenger when he gently put
forth his hand, and took it, and brought it to 
him to the ark.

Noah's actions made the messenger only too
willing to repeat its mission a week later and 
this time the dove delivered great news. 
Whenever anyone gives you unpleasant 
news, fight the urge to get upset with the 
person and make him feel bad. Even try to 
show him some sort of appreciation. Doing 
this will make an enormous difference in your
personal interactions since people will start 
seeing you as someone who's consistently 

approachable, receptive, and caring. And this
will lead people to actually seek you out and 
be eager to share with you the most 
wonderful and pleasant news.

Can We Do More?
Imagine for a moment that you are Noah. 
You emerge from the Ark to an empty world. 
There are no animals, no birds, no people. 
The silence must have been deafening. I 
cried for hours the first time I was in 
Birkenau. But for the destruction of all 
humanity, days and weeks of crying wouldn't 
be enough.

It is no surprise that the first thing Noah did 
was to plant a vineyard and get drunk.

There is a poignant scene near the end of 
the film Schindler's List when Oskar 
Schindler looks at his car and realizes he 
could have saved 10 more Jews with it. His 
watch was worth two Jews. His suit -- 
another Jew. Even though he saved so many,
he knows that there were still more that he 
could have plucked from the gas chambers. 
And the thought is incredibly painful.

There was once a young man who came to a
few Aish UK events, and I noticed that he 
wasn't happy, but I never approached him. I 



felt that perhaps I should; but I didn't. When I 
heard that he had thrown himself in front of a 
train, I was devastated. I asked myself: If I 
had reached out to him, could I have done 
something? And in my heart of hearts, I knew
the answer was yes.

Noah spent 120 years rebuking his 
generation, trying to save them. But he failed.
Could he have done more? When he 
emerged from his Ark to an utterly dead 
world, he knew with certainty that he could 
have.

It's always easier to know what we could 
have done after the fact. The trick, of course, 
is to know beforehand just how much of a 
difference you are able to make.

Look around and see who needs reaching 
out to. Don't say you can't. Because 
afterwards you will know that you could have.
As painful and as challenging as it is to 
properly reach out to people around us, it is a
heck of a lot better than waiting till it's too 
late... and knowing we could have done 
more.
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